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2022 Informix Tech Talks by the IIUG

We have launched a new channel on YouTube for Informix Users!  Please subscribe to 
our channel on YouTube to stay informed. This will be a place for Informix how-to videos. 
Subscribe at: https://www.youtube.com/c/InformixTechTalksbytheIIUG

Enhancing Informix 4GL 
with TERMCAP Settings 

by Lester Knutsen
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Informix Tech Talks by the IIUG
Enhancing Informix 4GL with TERMCAP 
Settings by Lester Knutsen
Date: Thursday, September 29, 2022, 2:00 pm EDT

Description: This Tech Talk is a lab on how to use the Unix Termcap
to improve the appearance and functionality of your Informix 4GL 
Programs. Informix 4GL uses the Unix TERMCAP file to display 
colors, window line boxes, and function keys. I will explore the lab 
from my Informix 4GL training class that shows how to improve the 
quality of your 4GL screen and window display, add colors, and 
correctly trap function keys.   I will demonstrate and provide code for 
a 4GL program to test your TERMCAP file.

Please register - https://www.iiug.org/en/services/next-webcast/

https://www.iiug.org/en/services/next-webcast/
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Webcast Guidelines
• The Webcast is pre-recorded. 

The replay and slides will be 
available on the IIUG Website

• Please Mute your line.
Background sounds will 
distract everyone

• Use the Chat Button to ask 
questions

3
Informix Monitoring



Enhancing Informix 4GL with 
TERMCAP Settings 

by Lester Knutsen

Same Program, two different TERMCAP files.
Do your 4GL Programs display lines, color and do the function keys work?



Lab from my 4GL Course
The Lab includes:
• 4GL Example program

– threewindows.4gl
• 4GL Program to Test TERMCAP

– termtest.4gl
• Example TERMCAP File

– termcap.4glclass
• Lab Instructions

– 08 lab - Informix 4GL TERM Setting.pdf
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Informix 4GL uses the 
TERMCAP file for Display 

Appearance and Attributes
• See the release notes in 

$INFORMIXDIR/release
• Environment Variables

– TERM
– TERMCAP

Informix 4GL 6



TERMCAP Capabilities

• Screen Display
• Color Settings
• Line Drawing Capabilities
• Function Keys
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Example TERMCAP 
Problem

Informix 4GL 8



Example TERMCAP 
Problem
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Example TERMCAP File
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Function Keys

Line Drawing 

Color

Basic  Functions

TERM Name



Downloads
• Source Code, Slides, Lab and Example 

Programs will be available at:
https://advancedatatools.com/presentation/informix-techtalk-enhancing-informix-4gl-with-
termcap-settings-by-lester-knutsen/

Informix 4GL 11
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Informix Tech Talks by the IIUG 
on YouTube

We have launched a new channel on YouTube for Informix 
Users!  Please subscribe to our channel on YouTube to stay 
informed. This will be a place for Informix how-to videos. 

Subscribe at: 
https://www.youtube.com/c/InformixTechTalksbytheIIUG

Thank You


